he Haslemere Festival has centred
much of its m\agmz\lve programme
onits local tal

An example of this e pianist Béla
Hartmann, of German-Czech origin, but now
resident in Haslemere.

For his piano recital in St Christopher’s
Church, Wey Hill, on May 16, Béla Hm(mam\
presented an exceptionally well-judge
S e mnslcal s Imm Ba/:h
to late Dyorak, world of eact
cing o s o i o ik
50 tha we were as if embarked on a seamless

oumey of musical i s

cital with Bach's
lmlum Lumerm 750, m xmpesmg piece in
ties the comy s the textures
b  barogue orcheets.
 responded to this music with
playing of the utmost thythmical tautness and
d with a relentless forward drive in

in the form of

Hayd's dliions Voriadions in F Minor,
first half ended with Mozart’s Sonata in A
Minor; K 310.

In this piece, 50 revolutionary for its ime, and
with more than a premonition of the demonic.
Beethoven to come, the pianist kept one foot

irmly in the 18th century, especially in the sub-
lime second movement, while not afraid o sub-
Ject hefey outet movetent (o the robust
pianism it d
o A et B8 oo v

forwur o the 19t cenmry but eschewed the
betternown romantic workhores o he piano,
1 o o OO lrge-bale, bt esse koo

works by Brahms and Dvorak

‘The Brahms was the early four Opus 10
Ballades, ful of dark mutterings and pl
weiodies s Lol V0 o i [

lade, with music that almost bring:
standstill in its introspe

the casiest music
hearing, but the pi
1ty of tone and understanding of structure that
rendered them totally convincing.

Finally we heard Dvorak's Suite in A, Opu
92, writen wlile the compose vas staying n

fork, at about the same time a5 the compo-
siion of the New World Symphony.

“The five movements explore extreme con-
trassof mood, from the flerychordal squences
of the quick passages to the sublime exten
melody of the andante.

In tis music, thepisis vas otiously il
Iy at home, and left us eager o become more
Sl it Dvcesics kb coooiions for
the piano.

he fast was ot quite ver yet. Forhis

jartmann served up Liszt's
'Irmnu'mlemal Study, La Campanella.
a piece that always requires dizzling
pyrolschiice, buton this oocasiontis emarkc

nical wizardry almost beyond belief.

Tony Goldman




